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to day operations at high schools and middle 
schools. 

Project X is a youth team building project in 
which officers work with an Auto Shop Class 
at San Marin High School to build and main-
tain a drag racing vehicle. It has been painted 
to look like a police car and has been raced 
successfully, bringing money back to the pro-
gram. 

Girls Forum, developed after incidents of 
sexual assault, offers self-defense classes as 
well as instruction in self-esteem with women 
officers as role models. It is also supported by 
Soroptomist and Rotary. 

Chief Brady’s tenure will be especially re-
membered for his leadership in confronting 
hate crimes. I had the privilege of observing 
his work first hand after the racially motivated 
stabbing of a young Asian man outside a su-
permarket in Novato. Under his direction, the 
Police Department treated the incident as a 
hate crime from the outset by assigning top 
staff to the case and comforting the victim. 
Novato held public meetings to address the 
crime, resulting in the filming of Not in Our 
Town II, in which the city’s response to hate 
crime is featured as an example to the nation. 
He continues to promote the use of diversity 
materials, including those that deal with les-
bians and gays, in local classrooms. 

Mr. Speaker, Brian Brady’s inclusive vision 
for police work promotes the best in our com-
munities. It is an honor to consider him a 
friend and to have shared in some of his inspi-
ration and success. 

f 

ENACTMENT OF THE NATIONAL 
GREAT BLACK AMERICANS COM-
MEMORATION ACT OF 2003, H.R. 
2424 AND S. 1233 

HON. ELIJAH E. CUMMINGS 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize the enactment of the National Great 
Black Americans Commemoration Act of 2003, 
H.R. 2424 and S. 1233, companion legislation 
that I introduced along with my friend Senator 
BARBARA MIKULSKI of Maryland. This bill re-
ceived bipartisan support in both committees 
of jurisdiction in the House, as well as bi-
cameral support—having passed quickly to the 
floor from the Senate Judiciary Committee. I 
thank the President for signing this legislation 
into law on June 22, 2004. 

With valued input from Drs. Elmer and Jo-
anne Martin, founders of the Great Blacks in 
Wax Museum, I introduced this bill to help 
bring long overdue recognition to African 
Americans who have served our Nation with 
great distinction, but whose names, faces and 
achievements may not be well-known by the 
average citizen. Rest assured that this rec-
ognition can and will be accomplished and 
preserved through expansion of the Great 
Blacks in Wax Museum—a national treasure 
located in my district in Baltimore, Maryland. 

In addition to the 200 existing figures at the 
museum, I am pleased to inform that a priority 
will be placed on exhibits presenting the 22 
Black Americans who served in Congress dur-
ing the 19th century. Several of these 22 were 
born into slavery. All of these Americans 
proudly served their constituencies and their 

Nation. Other members from the 1900s such 
as Senator Edward Brooke, Representatives 
Julian Dixon (D–CA), Oscar Stanton De Priest 
(R–IL), Louis Stokes (D–OH), Parren J. Mitch-
ell (D–MD), J.C. Watts, Jr. (R–OK) and others 
will also receive special recognition. Several of 
the existing figures depict Colin Powell, Harriet 
Tubman, Martin Luther King, Jr., Mary McLeod 
Bethune and former Representatives Mickey 
Leland of Texas, as well as, Shirley Chisholm 
and Adam Clayton Powell of New York. 

The expanded museum will focus on Black 
military veterans of various military engage-
ments, including the Buffalo Soldiers and 
Tuskegee Airmen; on Black judges and promi-
nent attorneys; and on the role of Blacks in 
the discovery and settlement of America. It will 
also showcase Blacks who served in senior ci-
vilian Executive Branch positions, such as 
Ralph Bunche (FDR administration), E. Fred-
eric Morrow (Eisenhower administration), Rob-
ert Weaver (Johnson Administration), William 
Coleman (Ford administration), Patricia Harris 
(Carter administration), Louis Sullivan (George 
H.W. Bush administration), and others who 
have not received appropriate recognition. 

Lastly, this legislation authorizes assistance 
in establishing a Justice Learning Center as a 
component of the expanded Museum com-
plex. The Justice Learning Center will include 
state-of-the art facilities and resources to edu-
cate the public, especially at-risk youth, about 
the role of African Americans in our nation’s 
judicial system. It will include a special focus 
on the civil rights movement, and on the role 
of African Americans as lawmakers, attorneys 
and in the Judiciary. 

Mr. Speaker, the Great Blacks in Wax Mu-
seum was founded in 1983 by Dr. Elmer Mar-
tin and Dr. Joanne Martin, who started the 
museum with their own funds carrying a few 
figures and exhibit materials around the coun-
try in their car. Today I am proud to report that 
the museum currently occupies part of a city 
block in East Baltimore and includes more 
than 200 wax figures. It is America’s first wax 
museum of Black history. The museum now 
receives well over 200,000 visitors a year— 
more than half of these visitors are school 
children. I also will mention that several mem-
bers of Congress and their staff have visited 
the museum and relayed to me the awesome 
nature of their visit—how the figures and ex-
hibits both moved and informed—resulting in a 
truly enriching experience. Enactment makes 
certain that the Museum can continue its mis-
sion to preserve a great part of our nation’s 
history. 

I would be remiss if I did not relay to you 
how important and inspiring this Museum is to 
its East Baltimore community. The Great 
Blacks in Wax Museum functions as more 
than just a museum. It is a stalwart in its com-
munity. The Martins established the Museum 
with the primary motivation ‘‘to use education, 
history and example to help mainly disadvan-
taged youth overcome feelings of alienation, 
defeatism and despair.’’ It provides a safe- 
haven for at-risk youth and offers opportunities 
for young people in the community to take part 
in employment, intern and volunteer programs. 
The Museum has enrichment programs for in-
dividuals, families, daycare centers, churches, 
schools and other non-profit organizations. In 
keeping with its commitment to community in-
volvement, the Museum’s many programs 
serve as a means for taking learning and cul-
tural enrichment beyond the school walls. The 

Justice Learning Center will extend the out-
reach efforts of the Museum to homeless shel-
ters, halfway houses, adult day care, domestic 
violence centers, youth residential facilities 
and other places to reach disadvantaged and/ 
or at-risk youth and families. 

Mr. Speaker, enactment of this legislation is 
a testament to the Martins’ persistence and vi-
sion. Enactment also means that the National 
Great Blacks in Wax Museum—a national 
treasure—will receive needed federal support 
to ensure that generations yet unborn will be 
told the story of these great Americans. The 
Museum will assure that History never forgets 
this legacy. 

Finally, again, I want to thank Representa-
tive SENSENBRENNER and his staff Joseph Gib-
son and Katy Crooks, Representative CON-
YERS and his staff Lillian German, as well as 
Representatives POMBO and RAHALL and their 
staffers, Frank Vitello, Richard Healy and 
David Watkins for all of their hard work in 
moving this legislation through their respective 
Committees. I would especially like to thank 
my legislative director, Kimberly Ross, in see-
ing this legislation through to its successful 
end. 
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PAYING TRIBUTE TO JIM THRASH 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life 
and legacy of Jim Thrash of New Meadows, 
Idaho. Jim bravely battled the Storm King 
Mountain Fire outside the town of Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado in 1994, but succumbed to 
the blaze along with thirteen fellow firefighters 
while working to protect the city. I personally 
served as a firefighter and understand the 
risks they face each and everyday. Witnessing 
the awful inferno that fateful July day, I know 
Jim and his comrades battled the fire with the 
utmost courage and valor. With the tenth anni-
versary of the Storm King Fire approaching, I 
believe it appropriate to recognize the sacrifice 
Jim and the Storm King Firefighters made on 
behalf of a grateful community, state and Na-
tion. 

Jim grew up in Arizona and moved to Idaho 
with his wife in 1973 where he taught high 
school Spanish and social studies, and 
coached varsity baseball. Jim and his wife 
owned and operated a big game hunting busi-
ness in Idaho, and he was a member of the 
Idaho Outfitters and Guides Association where 
he was president, served on the board, and 
chaired the wilderness committee. He joined 
the McCall Smokejumpers in 1981, an elite 
group of firefighters who parachute into rough, 
mountainous terrain to fight wildfires in areas 
of forests inaccessible by any other means. 
He was a dedicated member of his crew, and 
received a great deal of satisfaction from help-
ing others. Above all, he was devoted to his 
family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise before 
this body of Congress and this Nation to pay 
tribute to the life and memory of Firefighter 
Jim Thrash. Jim was committed to providing 
high quality professional fire management 
services to protect our natural resources; put-
ting himself in harms way for unfamiliar people 
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and places. He made the ultimate sacrifice 
doing what he loved, and I, along with the 
Glenwood Springs community and the State of 
Colorado are eternally grateful to this brave 
man. 

f 

HONORING PAUL T. MCCARTHY 

HON. MARK STEVEN KIRK 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Mr. KIRK. Mr. Speaker, over 22 years ago, 
Paul T. McCarthy became the Village Man-
ager of Glenview, IL, located in my Congres-
sional District. Since that time, Mr. McCarthy 
has played the leading role in the develop-
ment of one of suburban Chicago’s most pros-
perous communities. 

Upon arriving in Glenview, Mr. McCarthy 
embarked upon an ambitious program to at-
tract businesses and residents to the commu-
nity. One of his first projects was to improve 
the bond rating of the Village as an incentive 
to investors and capital. Within 8 years, Glen-
view had achieved Moody’s highest bond rat-
ing of AAA. It has maintained that rating ever 
since. 

With this strong financial foundation, Mr. 
McCarthy began to implement his vision for 
the Village. In 1990, he negotiated the Willow 
Road Corridor Agreement between Glenview 
and Northbrook. In 1997, he negotiated the 
purchase of the privately-owned water com-
pany, North Suburban Public Utilities. He also 
oversaw the closing of the Lutter/Krohn landfill 
and its redevelopment as a golf course. These 
3 initiatives, along with numerous other 
projects, had tangible, beneficial affects upon 
Glenview residents and were the direct result 
of Mr. McCarthy’s leadership and vision. 

Mr. McCarthy’s biggest challenge was 
ahead of him. In the second or third round of 
military base closings, the massive Glenview 
Naval Air Station was shut down, opening up 
thousands of prime real estate acres for devel-
opment. Mr. McCarthy led the development of 
this area with extraordinary success. The 
Glen, as the area is now known, has become 
a nationally recognized and award winning 
mixed use development, representing $1 bil-
lion in public and private investment. 

In his 22 years of service, Mr. McCarthy has 
led the Village of Glenview with tremendous 
foresight and success. When he entered city 
hall as Village Manager, Glenview had a 
budget of $15.4 million and 180 employees. 
As Mr. McCarthy retires, the Glenview budget 
is $80.7 million and the Village employs 320 
individuals. Mr. McCarthy’s leadership as Vil-
lage Manager of Glenview, IL, is worthy of the 
highest commendation. I wish him and his wife 
much happiness in retirement. Mr. Speaker, I 
hope my colleagues will join me in recognizing 
this extraordinary individual. 
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CONGRATULATIONS TO 
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE 

HON. RANDY ‘‘DUKE’’ CUNNINGHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Mr. CUNNINGHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate the Fraternal Order of 

Police on their outstanding victory today on 
the passage of the Law Enforcement Officer’s 
Safety Act (H.R. 218). 

This afternoon, H.R. 218 passed the House 
by a voice vote, affirming this body’s support 
for police officers across America. H.R. 218 is 
the number one priority for law enforcement 
across the country and allows qualified off- 
duty and retired law enforcement officers to 
carry concealed weapons in any jurisdiction. 
The bill has broad bipartisan support with 296 
cosponsors. 

The F.O.P. has been absolutely instru-
mental in working with Members of Congress 
to bring this legislation to the floor. The F.O.P. 
is an outstanding organization that has served 
their membership well in their tireless work to 
bring their number one legislative priority to 
the House Floor. Many of us know the long 
history of H.R. 218 and I can safely say that 
were it not for the efforts of the F.O.P., their 
current President Chuck Canterbury, and 
former President Steve Young, this bill may 
have never seen the light of day. 

The benefits of H.R. 218 are two-fold—offi-
cer safety and improved public safety. Many 
jurisdictions do not allow off-duty officers to 
carry concealed weapons. Due to the unique 
responsibilities and dangers that come with 
law enforcement, off-duty officers are at a 
greater risk than most Americans. It is not un-
common for off-duty officers to run into people 
they have arrested or helped to incarcerate. 
There have been documented instances 
where felons have sought retribution against 
officers who helped to put them in jail or pris-
on. It is only right that the men and women 
who put their lives on the line everyday when 
they go to work be afforded to right to protect 
their families and themselves while they are 
off-duty. 

These concerns apply not only to off-duty 
officers, but to retired officers as well. A crimi-
nal who is seeking retribution does not care 
that the officer who put them away is retired. 
It is a disservice to those men and women 
who risked their lives to perform a public serv-
ice to be deprived of the right to defend them-
selves and their families simply because they 
retired. 

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful to the F.O.P. for 
all their efforts on behalf of H.R. 218 and for 
cops across the country. Today, I am happy to 
join with them in celebrating House passage 
of this crucial legislation and look forward to 
working with the F.O.P. in the future to see 
H.R. 218 signed into law. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO ROB 
JOHNSON 

HON. SCOTT McINNIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Mr. MCINNIS. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
take this opportunity to pay tribute to the life 
and legacy of Rob Johnson of Redmond, Or-
egon. Rob bravely battled the Storm King 
Mountain Fire outside the town of Glenwood 
Springs, Colorado in 1994, but succumbed to 
the blaze along with thirteen fellow firefighters 
while working to protect the City. I personally 
served as a firefighter and understand the 
risks they face each and every day. Wit-
nessing the awful inferno that fateful July day, 

I know Rob and his comrades battled the fire 
with the utmost courage and valor. With the 
tenth anniversary of the Storm King Fire ap-
proaching, I believe it appropriate to recognize 
the sacrifice Rob and the Storm King Fire-
fighters made on behalf of a grateful commu-
nity, state and nation. 

Rob grew up in Roseburg, Oregon, and 
graduated from high school in the top ten per-
cent of his class. He attended Oregon State 
University and graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in business administration with honors 
in 1991, and passed the Certified Public Ac-
counting Exam on his first attempt. He began 
working as a firefighter in 1987 to help pay for 
his education and joined the Prineville Hot-
shots in 1992, an elite group of firefighters 
who specialize in wildland fire suppression. An 
avid outdoorsman, Rob enjoyed skiing, hunt-
ing, fishing, water skiing, golf, and soccer. He 
was a hard worker and dedicated member of 
his crew. Above all, he was devoted to his 
family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to rise before 
this body of Congress and this nation to pay 
tribute to the life and memory of Firefighter 
Rob Johnson. Rob personified the Hotshots 
credo of Safety, Teamwork, and Profes-
sionalism; putting himself in harm’s way for 
unfamiliar people and places. He made the ul-
timate sacrifice doing what he loved, and I, 
along with the Glenwood Springs community 
and the State of Colorado are eternally grate-
ful to this brave young man. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KAREN HIRAI OLEN 

HON. HILDA L. SOLIS 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, June 23, 2004 

Ms. SOLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize a true champion and extraordinary 
public servant, Karen Hirai Olen. Karen has 
provided an array of services throughout Los 
Angeles County as an advocate for the phys-
ically challenged, impoverished families, and 
senior citizens. After 35 years of service to the 
residents of Los Angeles County, she will re-
tire today. 

I have personally known Karen and consider 
her to be a dear friend and advocate of social 
change. Karen began her career in 1968 as a 
Social Worker for the Los Angeles County De-
partment of Public Social Services. Karen’s 
passion to ensure the rights of children led her 
to become a Children’s Services Worker from 
1969 to 1979. From 1982 to 1986, Karen 
served as the Director of the Carson/Samoan 
center where she brought a new approach 
and innovative concepts to providing extensive 
quality services, such as the Peace Corps 
funded Samoan Youth Employment Project 
which she directed and implemented. 

From 1986 to 1988, Karen also served as 
Project Director for Foodnet where she led a 
grassroots effort in organizing faith-based or-
ganizations and social service agencies to join 
forces to provide nutritious food to impover-
ished families. 

Karen was later named Director of Centro 
Maravilla Service Center by the Department of 
Community and Senior Services for the Coun-
ty of Los Angeles. Through her leadership, 
residents from Los Angeles County have re-
ceived direct services such as emergency 
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